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AN INTERNATIONAL OPEN STANDARD FOR DESCRIBING THE RESEARCH DATA LIFECYCLE

www.ddialliance.org

DDI supports the comprehensive description of survey and social science data for discovery,
analysis, and sharing. Because DDI is a structured specification, it makes research data machine-
actionable and interoperable.

DDI can be used to both document existing data and drive systems to capture new data. DDI
focuses on metadata reuse; “enter once, use often” means you can reuse metadata over the course
of the data life cycle to avoid costly duplication of effort.

DDl is a free and open standard. DDI ensures that your data are:
¢ Documented
« Discoverable
« Interoperable

DDI is being used in over 80 countries around the world. Join the growing set of individuals and
organizations who have discovered the benefits of DDI:

e CLOSER - UK longitudinal studies e MIDUS - U.S. longitudinal study
e Consortium of European Social Science Data Archives e Statistics Canada
e German Microcensus Data Archives e Statistics Denmark

e International Household Survey Network (IHSN) e U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics



One rich DDI metadata file can yield multiple dynamic outputs

DDI 1S DESIGNED TO DESCRIBE THE RESEARCH DATA LIFE CYCLE, FROM THE CREATION OF RESEARCH QUESTIONS
THROUGH THE PUBLICATION AND SHARING OF A DATASET. TOOLS CAN UTILIZE EXISTING METADATA, FOR
EXAMPLE, BY REUSING QUESTIONS AND CODELISTS TO EASE PROVENANCE AND ACCURACY IN THE MANAGEMENT
OF SURVEY DEVELOPMENT. DDI ALSO LEVERAGES CONCEPT MANAGEMENT AND PROVIDES STRUCTURES TO EASE
HARMONIZATION OF VARIABLES, SO YOU CAN REUSE METADATA FROM PROJECT PLANNING TO INSTRUMENT
DESIGN TO DATASET PRODUCTION TO DOCUMENTATION — AND EVEN REUSE AGAIN IN THE NEXT PROJECT.
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